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Public spaces and social interactions have a reciprocal relationship.
The rapid urbanization, limited land availability, and neglect of these
spaces in urban development initiatives have resulted in a scarcity of
open and green areas per capita, consequently reducing social
interactions. District 10 of Tehran, as the most densely populated area,
suffers from a lack of both quantity and quality in public and open
spaces. Furthermore, issues such as physical deterioration, disrupted
urban landscapes, a high tenant rate, low social security, and a transient
population have further diminished the quality of existing public
spaces and the level of social interaction in this particular district.
Hence, the aim of this study is to explore the potential for enhancing
public spaces in order to promote social interactions in District 10 of
Tehran. The chosen research methodology is descriptive-survey, with
data collected through documentary and field studies. The SWOT and
QSPM techniques have been employed for analysis. The findings
reveal that various factors play a significant role in facilitating social
interaction in public spaces. These factors include the diversity of
activities, integration of land use, social inclusion, accessibility to
public transportation, social security, memorability, safety,
engagement of all senses, readability, visibility, flexibility, availability
of urban furniture, materials used in urban furniture and pavements,
climate comfort, and environmental health. Moreover, creating
favorable conditions for the presence of children and the elderly would
lead to increased supervision and social security. The superior scenario
proposes a set of strategies, including aggressive strategies (SO1:
Enhancing social security in existing public spaces, SO2: Promoting
the development of open and green spaces on a per capita basis, SO4:
Establishing local hangout spots and micro spaces for community
gatherings, SO5: Allocating multicultural and artistic spaces, sports
venues, etc.) and conservative strategies (ST1: Repurposing inactive
municipal-owned spaces, ST2: Encouraging greater citizen
participation in social activities). Ultimately, six prioritized strategies
are identified, resulting in the formulation of 18 policies and 31 action
plans.
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Introduction

The ability of green spaces to attract citizens has positioned them as potential
contributors to social capital formation. Their inclusion as a fundamental requirement
in urban development programs signifies the recognition of these spaces in enhancing
the sociocultural status of cities. Public spaces and social interactions have a
reciprocal relationship. The rapid expansion of cities, limited land availability, and
inadequate attention given to these spaces in urban development programs have
resulted in a scarcity of open and green areas per capita, consequently reducing social
interactions. District 10 of Tehran Municipality, known for its high population
density, also confronts a shortage of various services, including public spaces, open
spaces, and green spaces. Additionally, physical exhaustion, disturbances in the
urban landscape, and a high rate of tenants, along with a changing nature of the
resident population due to housing scarcity and affordability, have diminished the
level of social interaction in the area compared to other parts of Tehran. Therefore,
the purpose of this study is to investigate the potential for the evolution of public
spaces in District 10 of Tehran as a means to promote social interactions.

Material and Methods

The research methodology employed in this study is descriptive survey. Data has been
gathered through documentary research, field studies, interviews, as well as the utilization
of SWOT and QSPM techniques for analysis. Within this methodology, SWOT factors are
assigned weights, and subsequently strategies are compared and prioritized in accordance
with these factors.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that various factors, such as the range of activities available, integration
of land uses, social inclusivity, access to public transportation, social security, memorability,
safety, engagement of all senses, readability, visibility, flexibility, urban furniture, materials
used for urban furniture and pavements, climate comfort, and environmental health, play a
crucial role in enhancing social interaction within public spaces. Field observations suggest
that Area 1 has a higher quantitative per capita green space, but it faces qualitative challenges
due to inadequate distribution and location. Areas 2 and 3 have several small gardens, but
they lack the required quantitative per capita open and green spaces, necessitating
appropriate planning. Developing public spaces poses challenges due to limited area, high
population density, and scarcity of vacant land at the regional level. Priority should be given
to the development of spaces such as Zainabiya lands, Navab highway margin, and South
Karun Street, as they are owned by the municipality. Furthermore, the primary issue in most
public areas of District 10 of Tehran municipality is social disturbances, including the
presence of drug addicts and decreased social security for women and children.
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Conclusion

Given the presence of playground facilities for children and adolescents, integration
of diverse land uses, and the availability of restaurants and coffee shops, these factors
contribute to the attractiveness of public spaces and urban furniture for various
populations. Furthermore, these spaces offer convenient shade for the elderly. By
organizing special activities for them, such as morning exercise sessions, it is
possible to enhance social surveillance and improve security. In an ideal scenario, a
combination of proactive strategies (SO1: Enhancing social security in existing
public spaces, SO2: Promoting the creation of open and accessible spaces on a per
capita basis, SO4: Developing local hangouts and small gathering spaces for the
community, SO5: Allocating multicultural and artistic spaces, sports venues, etc.)
and conservative strategies (ST1: Repurposing existing inactive municipal spaces,
ST2: Increasing citizens' social participation) can be implemented. Finally, in order
to realize these six prioritized strategies, a total of 18 policies and 31 action plans
have been formulated.
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