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Paying attention to the factors affecting the conversion of places and
destinations into tourism brands, is Prerequisite of tourism
development in each region. This is because these factors play an
important role in the conversion of tourism destinations. Moreover, the
conversion of a destination into a tourism brand is also a factor in
further developing tourism purposes. Given the importance of this
issue, the present study aims to investigate the factors and stimuli that
affect the increase in the transformation of urban and rural areas into
tourism brands in Guilan province. The present study is applied
research in terms of purpose and method. The data collection tools
include a questionnaire and interview information. The statistical
population of the research consists of experts and tourism specialists in
Guilan province, and a targeted sampling method was used to select 50
experts as samples. To answer the research questions, a binary logistic
model and qualitative analysis were used. The results indicate that
there is a linear and significant relationship between the factors and
stimuli investigated and the conversion of urban and rural places into
tourism brands. Furthermore, the results show that among the five
factors considered, the diversity of job opportunities, culture and
natural assets, and local infrastructure have the greatest impact on the
transformation of urban and rural areas in Guilan province into tourism
brands.
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Introduction

Gilan Province, a land with a mild and humid climate on the coast of the Caspian Sea, has
unique features for tourists. This province, with its abundant natural, historical, coastal, and
cultural potentials, is one of the most attractive tourist destinations in the country and has
always been recognized as one of the important tourist destinations in Iran. This province is
surrounded by the Caspian Sea from the north and northwest, and from the south, the Alborz
Mountains are connected to the famous forests of Gilan, each of which can be a unique tourist
attraction for tourists. Anyone with any taste can find a place to enjoy according to their
liking. Due to the tourist attractions of this province, it has hosted many tourists in recent
years. Gilan Province is considered one of the tourism hubs of Iran due to its rich nature,
cultural heritage, and historical sites, attracting more than 5 million tourists from all over the
country annually. An important issue in this area is to study the factors affecting the
transformation of this region into a tourism brand. Identifying the effective factors can
provide the groundwork for further development of tourism in this province and other
provinces of the country. Therefore, this study investigates the factors and drivers affecting
the increase in the branding of urban and rural tourism destinations in Gilan Province, based
on the indicators that impact the transformation of tourism destinations into tourism brands.

Methods and Material

The present research is applied in terms of purpose, and its method of implementation is
mixed (qualitative and quantitative). Both qualitative and quantitative methods were used to
collect information and data. Theoretical studies and research literature were collected using
documentary methods. Field data was also collected through questionnaires and interviews.
The statistical community includes experts and specialists in the field of tourism in the fields
of geography, economics/management, tourism experts, social sciences and sociology, and
cultural heritage experts of Gilan Province. Using a targeted sampling method, 50 samples
were selected to complete the questionnaire and conduct interviews. Statistical methods
(descriptive and inferential) and qualitative analysis were used to answer research questions
and analyze data. In this field, in order to identify the most important factors and drivers
affecting the increase in the conversion of urban and rural areas into tourism brands, the
binary logistic model was used. The validity of the questionnaire was measured using content
validity and approved by 5 university professors who are experts in the subject of the study.
In order to assess reliability, 12 pre-test questionnaires were taken from an initial sample,
and the reliability coefficient was calculated using the Cronbach's alpha method. The
obtained alpha of 0.96, which is higher than 0.70, indicates the acceptability of the reliability
of the measurement tool.

Results and Discussion

Investigations based on the opinions of experts and interviews with them show that tourism
and its development in places and regions with tourist attractions in the province of Gilan
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create diverse employment opportunities .As tourism has also developed as a new industry

in this region, it has helped to create seasonal employment, employ local workers in various
fields of employment (transportation, sales, services, etc.), and diversify income
opportunities and create a source of income for the local people .An examination of the factor

of diversity of employment opportunities related to tourism, based on the binary regression
coefficient, showed that of the five indicators of this factor, in order of importance, four
indicators of diversifying income opportunities and creating a source of income for the local
people (0.782), employing workers in various fields of employment (transportation, sales,
services, etc.) (0.678), and increasing technical to non-technical job skills (0.649) have
increased the attractiveness of destinations, attractions, and tourist places in the province of
Gilan An examination of the effects of tourism on rural, urban, and regional development,

and then the effects of tourism on increasing their conversion into tourism brands, according
to the opinions of experts, shows that among the indicators of this factor, two indicators of
the development of local/agricultural products with a coefficient of (0.669) and outdoor
economic activities such as the sale of agricultural and local products (0.651) have played a
greater role in the attractiveness of destinations, attractions, and tourist places in the city of
Poldokhtar ./An examination of the indicators of the innovation factor showed that only the
development of accommodation and food services with a coefficient of (0.666) has had an
impact on increasing the conversion of destinations into tourism brands in the province of
Gilan An examination of the culture and natural resources factor showed that, given the rich
culture of Gilani traditions in the province of Gilan, the development and promotion of arts
and handicrafts and the pristine natural environment covered with evergreen forests of Gilan
have been the reason for the acceptance of many domestic and foreign tourists. Therefore,
this factor, and especially the three indicators of promoting arts and handicrafts (0.773),
promoting and preserving local traditions (0.688), and preserving and managing protected
areas, attractions/places, and tourism sites (0.658), have played the greatest role in
converting urban and rural tourist destinations into tourism brands in the province of Gilan .
In summary, the research findings indicate that tourism has a significant impact on the
economic, social, and cultural development of rural areas in the province of Gilan. The
development of tourism in this province has created diverse employment opportunities for
the local people, contributed to the development of local products and services, and helped
to preserve and promote local culture and natural resources.

Conclusion

The present research is applied in terms of purpose and method. The data collection tools
include a questionnaire and interview information. The statistical population of the research
consists of experts and tourism specialists in Guilan province, and a targeted sampling
method was used to select 50 experts as samples. To answer the research questions, a binary
logistic model and qualitative analysis were used. The results of the research indicate that
there is a linear and significant relationship between the factors and stimuli investigated and
the conversion of urban and rural places into tourism brands. Furthermore, the results show
that among the five factors considered, the diversity of job opportunities, culture and natural
assets, and local infrastructure have the greatest impact on the transformation of urban and
rural areas in Guilan province into tourism brands.

Keywords: Tourism, Tourism Development, Tourist Destinations, Tourism Brand, Gilan
Province.
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