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International rivers in the form of borders or crossing national borders
have become an important part of international relations. In particular,
nearly half of the world's population lives within the basins of these
rivers and more than 90% within the basins of these basins. A situation
that has created an undeniable relationship of interdependence has
made water resources a vital issue for these countries.

The position of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers presents significant
challenges in terms of national borders and the political and strategic
considerations of regional countries. The sources of these rivers are
located in Turkey, leading Turkish authorities to assert ownership over
the resources. Since 2023, the Turkish government has been pursuing
a project known as "Gap" or "Anatolian." This ambitious endeavor
involves the construction of more than 22 dams and 19 hydroelectric
projects, as well as the development of the agricultural system in the
Tigris and Euphrates watersheds. Such actions reflect a security threat
and have demonstrated adverse impacts on the environmental and
water security of downstream countries including Irag, Syria, and
Iran.This study aims to analyze the hydropolitical relations of the
Tigris and Euphrates basin, particularly in relation to the Gap Project.
It takes into consideration ongoing climate change, changing rainfall
patterns, and increasing water usage in downstream countries. The
study draws on library resources and highlights the intensifying threat
to the security of southwestern areas of Iran. The findings indicate that
the hydropolitical approach adopted by the Tigris and Euphrates
countries, particularly Turkey, not only poses risks to environmental
security but also affects other dimensions of security in the economic,
social, and political spheres in the southwest of the country.
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Introduction

Security has undergone a significant evolution, expanding both in scope and content. In terms of
scope, the actions of various actors are now interconnected on both local and global levels. As for
content, security now encompasses a range of factors including economic, political, cultural, social,
military, and environmental aspects. The access to water, a vital life-sustaining resource, has become
increasingly challenging due to population growth, changes in lifestyle, and advancements in
industry. Furthermore, the presence of river basins that span multiple countries can contribute to
political instability. In the Middle East, for instance, over 50 percent of the region's population resides
in shared river basins. One example of an unstable basin in this region is the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers. The primary sources of these rivers are located in Turkey, where authorities view the
exploitation of water resources as a matter of national sovereignty. In line with this perspective,
Turkey is currently implementing the "GAP" or "Anatolia" project, which aims to construct more
than 22 dams and 19 hydroelectric projects by 2023. However, neighboring countries have expressed
concerns about the potential consequences of these actions. Specifically, Irag and Syria, which
heavily rely on these rivers for their water resources, are worried about the implications of this project
on their political, economic, security, and social future. Thus, the objective of this research is to
examine Turkey's hydro-political actions (GAP project) and evaluate their impact on Iran's national
security.

Material and Methods

The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical and applied approach, and the necessary
information and data have been gathered through the library method, which involved consulting
various sources such as books, journals, documents, and the internet. The research methodology
employed in this study aligns with the positivist paradigm, as it aims to maintain objectivity in
exploring the research topic. Consequently, the GAPP project is treated as the independent variable,
while its effects on environmental security and subsequently the national security of the Islamic
Republic of Iran are considered as the dependent variable.

Results and Discussion

The implementation of water diversion projects upstream of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, as well
as the failure to secure the rights of wetlands, has altered the flow into the wetlands in the
Mesopotamian region. This issue is important to Iran due to its shared ownership with Iraq of the
Hammar Marshes. As a result of the reduction in the inflow of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers into
this marsh, as well as the desiccation of a vast area of the Hor al-Azim, the outflow of the marshes
towards the Arvand River has also significantly decreased. This issue, on the one hand, will cause
the expansion of saline water in the riverbed and upstream coastal areas during low water levels and
tides of the Arvand River. On the other hand, according to satellite documents and observations, the
construction of dams upstream of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers has led to a reduction in the volume
of surface flows, the erosion of parts of their beds, and the abandonment of agricultural lands along
the river paths.The result of these conditions is the reduction of the area of lakes behind the dams
and the conversion of some of it into dry areas prone to erosion, resulting in the formation of dust
hotspots. Consequently, the fine, silt-like bed particles of lakes and wetlands, easily carried by winds


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jgs.24.75.9
https://jgs.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3969-en.html

[ Downloaded from jgs.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-28 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jgs.24.75.9]

Journallof/Applied|Researches|in
GeographicallSciences

Print ISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
https://jgs.khu.ac.iv/

towards Iran, have affected various aspects of the lives of the people of Iran, not only in border cities
but also in major central cities.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that the presence of microplastics in Iran has significant implications for
the environment, human health, economy, society, and politics. These consequences interact with
each other and can potentially give rise to new phenomena, including security implications. While
the entry of microplastics may initially be viewed as a natural and ecological concern, its disruption
of institutions and various sectors of society, as well as the significant harm it causes to people's
lives, elevates it to a security issue. Thus, both the direct and indirect impacts of nanoparticles on the
country's survival and national power have garnered considerable attention, raising concerns
regarding the political system's authority and national security. The case of Khuzestan province
exemplifies how engagement with dust storms has intensified dissatisfaction and led to widespread
protests. Consequently, it is expected that citizens will criticize and even challenge governments and
governmental organizations for their actions in eliminating and preventing such incidents. This issue
is likely to become a tool for competitive struggles among internal and external groups and parties.
In many instances, adversarial media propaganda, alongside internal party rivalries, has shifted the
focus of domestic concerns towards security matters.

Keywords: Hydropolitics, security, Iran, Turkey, GAP project.
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