[ Downloaded from jgs.khu.ac.ir on 2024-05-14 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jgs.24.75.3 ]

Journallof/Applied/Researchesiin

GeographicallSciences;

PrintISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
hitps://jgs.khuw.ac.iv/

Epistemological effects of the political on relativistic political geography

Ehsan Lashgari Tafreshi®

Associate Professor of Political Geography, Faculty of Humanitiy, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran
E-mail: lashgari@yazd.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received
2020/11/04
Received in revised
2021/05/02
Accepted
2021/09/02
Published
2022/03/02
Published online
2024/01/21

Keywords:
The political,

Geographical Space,

Epistemology,
Discourse.

In the classical view, the study of the political dimension of space has
always been considered as the ontological basis of political geography.
Gradually, starting from the 1980s with the development of post-
positivist perspectives on human geography, politics began to be seen
as affecting all social spheres, from government and political parties
to gender, and it was considered to encompass the smallest power
relations associated with the political concept. In this framework,
geographical space is seen as the result of conflicts between social
forces, covering social relationships from the smallest to the largest
scale, and creating identity-spatial alienation. The political issue has
challenged the organization of space based on formal logic and has
introduced new forms of epistemological reconstruction in the study
of the relationship between politics and space. This paper aims to
explain the epistemological consequences of the political dimension in
the study of the relationship between politics and space. Research
findings indicate that the study of the political dimension of space
requires epistemic relativism in the context of politics. In this regard,
intersubjective cognition has a special dependence on the historical
evolution of space and therefore requires the consideration of power
factors and genealogy. This spatial genealogy is always connected to
the conflicts present in human societies and shapes the possibility of
space-antagonistic cognition. In this regard, the social meaning of
geographical space is considered as a site of conflict and resistance for
marginalized groups and hegemonic forces within society, which
reach a certain adaptive balance over time. This process is facilitated
by the adaptation of the epistemological models of cultural geography
and political geography to each other.
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Introduction

The term "political™ was originally coined by the German philosopher Carl Schmitt and has
direct relevance to the examination of geographical space and its correlation with power.
Within this framework, the conventional understanding of politics, which focuses on
governmental institutions and political parties, has been forsaken. Instead, attention is given
to a range of social phenomena that are often disregarded as "non-political™ or "sub/marginal
politics" in traditional analysis, as they contribute to the shaping of space. The concept of
the political seeks to challenge any essentialist theory that attempts to devalue the political
nature of social life and overlook the inherent antagonism within power dynamics in
geographical space. Embracing a metanarrative in the production and organization of space
disregards the multiplicity and diversity of power relations in different spaces, and impedes
our comprehension of how space comes into existence. By employing the concept of the
political as a theoretical framework for comprehending geographical space, various
epistemological consequences arise. Thus, the political, within the meta-positivist
methodology, endeavors to critique the organization of space based on formal logic, and
elucidate the epistemological components of "the political” in the study of space.

Material and Methods

This paper has been approached by referring to theoretical literature and employing the
descriptive-analytical method to elucidate the epistemological implications of attributing
significance to "the political” in the examination of space. In the initial phase, the notion of
geographical space is expounded within the context of "the political™. Subsequently, utilizing
an interpretative approach, the instruments and epistemological ramifications of the political
in relativistic political geography are delineated.

Results and Discussion

In epistemic relativism, geographical space cannot become infinite because, in every
historical era, an idea or thesis becomes part of the final truth and causes another thesis to be
discovered. None of these antitheses are destroyed in the conflict between them, but instead,
a synthesis takes place. In the next stage, the same dialectic process occurs once again.
Therefore, cognition occurs within the dominant discourse, and this specific discourse gives
meaning to perceptions of justice, development, deprivation, policy-making, etc. In this
concept, cognition is achieved by distancing oneself from existence and placing it as the
opposite point of existence. Power is conceptualized in all social and cultural processes.
Additionally, the study of politics can pay attention to the role of marginal forces that resist
hegemonic power at certain points in history. There is no single source of power, but rather
a multitude of forces that interact with each other based on commander/subordinate
relationships. From an epistemological perspective, politics is aimed at strengthening the
ability of citizens and institutions outside of power to escape domination.
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Conclusion

Political geography's function under the concept of "the political™ is to interpret how space
is constructed within the framework of hegemonic discourse. Recognizing the influence of
non-objective factors, such as discourse, on spatial cognition necessitates an
acknowledgment of credit epistemology. In credit epistemology, each political territory has
a set of intersubjective perceptions that are particularly influenced by the effectiveness of
power factors.
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