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Religious events in a region reflect the beliefs and sanctity attributed to
that place by its inhabitants. Rituals and celebrations can yield
economic and social benefits for the region. Therefore, by examining
and analyzing the economic and social effects of these events, it is
possible to facilitate the organization of better and more diverse events
and ritual tourism in the region. This research aims to evaluate the
impact of religious events tourism on the social and economic
dimensions of villages. The study employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology and is practical in its purpose. The statistical population
comprised 323 heads of households residing in six selected villages in
Neishabur County and the new county of Zabarkhan, all of which host
religious events. SPSS software was utilized to analyze the findings.
The research indicates that the social dimension has the highest average
at 2.75. Factor analysis using chi-square (x2) and inferential statistics,
normality tests, single-sample t-tests, analysis of variance, and the
Marcus multi-criteria decision model were also employed. The tests
revealed that the social and economic effects of religious events tourism
in the studied villages are low. The local population primarily perceives
the ideological and spiritual nature of these events, rather than their
tourism characteristics. Therefore, it is suggested that the necessary
infrastructure for holding religious events in rural areas be developed as
effectively as possible. Furthermore, more research should be
conducted in this area. It is also recommended to foster a suitable
economic environment, increase employment during events, and
prepare brochures or summaries to introduce the area or local events.
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Introduction

Tourism is one of the most important economic activities in the world, which has different
types. In recent years, one of the most well-known and new types of tourism in the world is
event tourism. Events are formed and developed according to the capacity of the regions.
In the meantime, religious ceremonies that are rooted in the beliefs of the people of a
society are among the most prosperous types of tourism in the world. Mashhad is the
second largest county in Iran. It has a precious historical, cultural and religious history,
among the tourist cities in Iran, along with natural, cultural, agricultural attractions, etc., it
has great potential for the development of religious event tourism. From the past years until
today, various religious events are being held in this county and its villages. These
ceremonies are being held as a religious event and have managed to attract many tourists
and, in addition to religious effects, have brought many benefits in the field of tourism to
the villages of this county. The problem that is addressed in this research is that these
villages have not been able to use these events in terms of tourism despite special events, in
fact, it is a religious event for the development of village tourism and its benefits
(economic and social) have not benefited the rural residents. Therefore, the current
research tries to investigate religious events in selected villages, and its purpose is to
evaluate the impact of religious events tourism on the social and economic aspects of the
villages, and the question that we will examine in this research is: the effects What is the
economic and social level of holding religious events in the studied villages?

Methods and Materoal

In terms of the practical purpose, in terms of the nature and method of doing
descriptive-analytical work, and in terms of the method of collecting information,
the library and field methods have been used. In this research, based on the
theoretical framework and the opinions of related experts, the variables and
dimensions related to religious tourism events in the host community were
examined, and based on them, indicators were identified, and a questionnaire was
designed for the residents of the studied villages in the form of a Likert scale. The
statistical population in this research is the people living in 6 selected villages, and
the size of the statistical population in these villages is equal to 2022 households.
Based on Cochran's formula, the sample size was calculated as 323 households.
Field data collection was done through a Likert scale questionnaire. Descriptive
statistics and inferential statistics were also used to analyze the collected data.

Resultss and Discussion

Considering the economic effects of holding religious tourism events, it is possible to
increase the income during the presence of tourists by diversifying handicrafts, and also by
creating facilities for rest, reception, and diversifying the religious event, the length of stay
can be increased. Also, the investigation of the social effects of holding religious tourism
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events showed that the social effects are higher than the economic effects and that is due to
the ideological and religious nature of the host and tourist communities. Therefore, the
greater the participation of the people in holding the event and the more varied the event
programs and the preservation of traditions and customs, the greater the satisfaction and
belonging. In addition to this ranking of the economic indicators of religious events, we
conclude that the holding of events has caused very little employment, and since most
tourists come to the village in a certain season, it is possible to create jobs such as selling
local products and creating a place for tourists to rest in this season. and started generating
income. Also, the ranking of the social indicators of religious events, which shows that
people feel more proud when the event is held and becomes famous, and finally, by
comparing the average economic and social effects, as well as comparing the gender of
people, it can be concluded that the events Religion has economic and social effects in the
studied villages, so they should be held and the variety of events should be increased, and
the host community can attract tourists by participating in the implementation of the event
and making it more effective and satisfying for the residents, and also by taking advantage
of its positive effects such as Here, jobs and lower incomes lead to migration and can
create a sense of belonging and pride among residents events, ritual tourism, economic and
tourists.
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