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Introduction

Due to the increasing importance of tourism globally, determining the position of cities with
potential capabilities is an inevitable necessity. Tourism is recognized as the third largest
economic industry worldwide and a key driver for urban development, offering opportunities
for job creation, economic growth, and socio-cultural interactions. The city of Bojnourd
possesses special capabilities and opportunities for tourism across economic, social,
environmental, and physical dimensions. However, despite having diverse natural
phenomena, historical attractions, and a favorable climate, Bojnourd has not yet achieved a
considerable share in the tourism economy. This research aims to explain the role of tourism
in the urban development of Bojnourd and investigates whether tourism has a significant
effect on urban development and which dimensions are most affected.

Material and Methods

The present research is of an applied type and utilizes a descriptive-analytical method. The
statistical population of the study consists of the citizens of Bojnourd. The sample size was
calculated to be 384 people using Cochran's formula and was randomly distributed across
the city. To analyze the data and identify the explanatory variables of tourism development
effects, Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) was employed. A second-order factor model
was designed based on four factors: economic, social, environmental, and physical. Data
analysis was conducted using SPSS, AMOS, and Expert Choice software. The validity of
the research tool was confirmed by experts, and its reliability was approved using Cronbach's
alpha test (0.718).

Results and Discussion

Research findings indicate that, with 95% confidence, tourism development has
significantly affected the urban development of Bojnourd. The results of the structural model
show that tourism plays an important role in this development (factor loading of 0.29 with a
significance level of 0.000). Among the variables explaining urban development, the growth
of cultural services had the highest correlation with the latent variable of urban development,
with a factor loading of 0.67. The index of development of infrastructure and construction
facilities and services ranked second with a factor loading of 0.66. The variable of improving
the livelihood of residents followed with a factor loading of 0.56. Finally, the index of
increase in public services had the lowest correlation with a factor loading of 0.52. Regarding
the dimensions of tourism development, the economic dimension played the most significant
role, while the environmental dimension covered the widest range of variables, including
visual pollution, noise, and land degradation.

Conclusion

The results confirm that sustainable tourism development plays a crucial role in the urban
development of Bojnourd. While tourism brings positive economic and social effects, such
as income growth and cultural preservation, it also poses negative environmental and
physical challenges, such as uncontrolled construction and land use changes. Therefore,
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tourism management in Bojnourd requires greater awareness to minimize host community

conflicts and protect physical and environmental structures. It is recommended to diversify
accommodation facilities, develop communication infrastructure, promote local arts and
handicrafts, and establish a special council for tourism coordination to ensure sustainable
urban development.
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