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of the world, especially the world powers, throughout history. The use
of this capacity and conditions for the economic prosperity of the
country depended on the ability of the statesmen and the type and
structure of the government systems in formulating foreign policy, and
how effective they were in changing the social environment and the
way of economic livelihood of the people. In a fundamental and
theoretical way, this thesis has analyzed the formulation and
presentation of the national strategy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
based on its geopolitical characteristics.

The results of this research show that the spirit that governs it
according to the structure it entails (statehood), is economic regardless
of geographical and geopolitical infrastructure, and this field of foreign
policy has not only failed to achieve success, but is also passive. And
it has become introspective and stopped from being effective and
dynamic. While looking at Iran's geopolitical and geographical
foundations, we find that its geopolitical position does not have a
global effect and is not below the regional level.
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Introduction

The country of Iran, with its geopolitical foundations influenced by its unique geography,
has historically been the focus of world powers. Utilizing this capacity for economic
prosperity depends on the ability of statesmen and the structure of government systems in
formulating foreign policy. Currently, the geopolitical space of the Islamic Republic of Iran
is considered a securitized space, driven by factors such as peak oil production, the
resurgence of Shia geopolitics, terrorism, and nuclear issues. Despite possessing a
geopolitical position that is not below the regional level and holds global effect, Iran's foreign
policy spirit remains economic yet passive, introspective, and ineffective, largely ignoring
geographical and geopolitical infrastructure. This research addresses the critical question of
why Iran's foreign policy, despite its strategic position, has led to an economy incompatible
with its geopolitical status, and how a national strategy can be compiled to achieve influence
in the international political economy while maintaining independence.

Material and Methods

This research is fundamental and theoretical in nature, analyzing the formulation and
presentation of the national strategy of the Islamic Republic of Iran based on its geopolitical
characteristics. The data was collected using a library-based method, utilizing written
sources including books, articles, and internet sites. The study enumerates the foundations
and components of the country's geopolitics to achieve a foreign policy that strengthens the
economy. The analytical approach focuses on how adopting these geopolitical foundations
in foreign policy strategy can influence the international environment politically and
culturally, and impact the international and near-peripheral political economy economically.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that Iran's geopolitical position includes mastery over the strategic
Strait of Hormuz, long coasts in the Persian Gulf, and placement at the center of the world's
energy ellipse (Heartland). Iran holds the second-largest gas reserves globally and acts as a
critical transit corridor connecting energy producers in Central Asia to consumers in Europe
and Asia. However, the current economy is state-led, introverted, and highly vulnerable. The
research highlights several strategic necessities: First, enhancing diplomatic power to
achieve win-win solutions in regional and international issues, learning from the JCPOA
experience. Second, creating a balance between national capabilities and regional
commitments to avoid excessive costs, citing the Soviet Union as a cautionary tale. Third,
strengthening economic diplomacy consistent with Iran's geopolitical position to influence
regional geo-economic developments. This involves attracting foreign investment in oil and
gas sectors, which serves as a deterrent for national security.

Furthermore, the study discusses regional dynamics. Relations with Turkey should be based
on tolerance and economic exchange to prevent geopolitical tensions. Linking India's needs
for space and energy to Iran's capabilities can enhance geopolitical weight, particularly
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through the Chabahar port and energy pipelines. Expanding relations with the Far East under
an Asian geo-economic paradigm is vital for sustainable security. Regarding Europe, Iran
should utilize tactical competitions between the EU and the US, de-securitizing relations and
separating political-security issues from economic-trade matters. In terms of security,
combating terrorism (Daesh) requires regional alliances, particularly with Russia, to prevent
unipolar dominance. The implementation of the JCPOA provides a new geopolitical
capacity, but regional calm is essential. The research argues that current foreign policy is
often ideologically driven rather than based on national interests, leading to gaps between
economic foundations and geopolitical realities.

Conclusion

The prominent aspect of foreign policy and its economic foundations in any country must
utilize geographical and geopolitical components. If countries design their economy without
attention to geopolitics, it becomes passive and vulnerable. The results show that the spirit
governing Iran's foreign policy is currently disconnected from its geopolitical infrastructure.
To achieve a national strategy compatible with high-level foreign policy goals, Iran must
define its geopolitical codes with an economic approach. This requires shifting from an
introverted to an extroverted economy, linking national economic elements with the
international political economy. Foreign policy must be organized to understand the
international system bilaterally and multilaterally, mobilizing environmental capacities and
geo-economic foundations for national development. Specifically, Iran must prioritize public
satisfaction as the base of national security, balance regional commitments, attract foreign
investment, and maintain balanced relations with all global actors rather than leaning
exclusively East or West. Ultimately, aligning foreign policy with geopolitical realities is
essential for national prosperity and stability.
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Figure 1, Largest proved reserve holders of total oil, 2021
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