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Investigating the awareness of the local community towards the
development of ecotourism is very important and necessary for
future planning. Ecotourism in any region affects the lifestyle of
local people and their economic-cultural conditions. On the other
hand, ecotourists are also influenced by the culture of the host
society and its values. Therefore, this study examines the local
community's awareness of supporting ecotourism development in
Damavand City. Due to the preservation of unique biological
diversity, climatic conditions, and the frequent visits of tourists and
ecotourists to this region, the local community needs to know about
ecotourism, which made this research necessary. The target
community of this study is the local community of residents of
Damavand city. Therefore, using Cochran's formula, the sample size
was estimated to be 384 people. The data was collected through a
researcher-made questionnaire, which was used to determine its
validity, in addition to seeking opinions from experts (face validity),
convergent validity was used. To calculate its reliability, Cronbach's
alpha method and composite reliability were used. The results of the
inferential statistics that were conducted using confirmatory factor
analysis (Smart PLS software) showed that the four components of
the research (local community awareness, economic poverty, cultural
poverty, and ecotourism development) have homogeneity and
reliability, and the awareness of the local community It has a
significant relationship on the development of ecotourism with the
mediating role of cultural poverty with the test statistic value of
4.195 and economic poverty with the test statistic value of 5.397.
The results showed that the awareness of the local community on the
development of ecotourism with the test statistic value of 2.032
indicates the low level of awareness of the local community towards
the development of ecotourism.
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Introduction

Ecotourism is "responsible travel to natural areas, which preserves the environment and improves
the lives of local communities” (TIES, 2006). Conceptually, it has come from the integration of
the tourism industry with a focus on living nature attractions (fauna and flora) (Nekouie-Sadry,
2009). Ecotourism helps the visited area through the local community or financial support to
directly benefit the conservation of the place and the economic well-being of residents (D.
Fennell, 2020). It also implies a large-scale approach by the host country or region, which
commits itself to the creation and maintenance of sites with the local participation of residents,
their proper marketing, and the implementation of regulations (D. Fennell & Markwell, 2015).
Unlike other aspects of tourism, it has a multidimensional content (Higham, 2007). Ecotourism
has poverty alleviation and environmental protection at its core ((Makian & Hanifezadeh, 2021).
Both of these goals were established by the United Nations in 2012, although their development
began in the 1980s (Martinez Quintana, 2021). Ecotourism has multifaceted goals, such as
reducing environmental problems, supporting democratic and decentralized societies, improving
local livelihoods, improving natural resource management, and reducing poverty in poor and rural
communities ((Sobhani et al., 2022). Therefore, the ecotourism development strategy has been
proposed to protect natural ecosystems and improve livelihoods in local communities (Phelan et
al., 2020a) (Sobhani et al., 2022); (Panta & Thapa, 2018), (Wondirad et al., 2020).

Material and Methods

The target community of this study is the local community of residents of Damavand city in the
north of Iran. Cochran's sampling formula was used to determine the sample size. The sampling
method in this random research is simple. For this purpose, several different areas of the city were
randomly selected and the research questionnaire was distributed among those who were willing
to cooperate, including 384 samples, in a simple random manner. The study area was investigated
using a questionnaire between July 15 and August 22, 2022. The questions were graded using a 5-
point Likert scale. In the questionnaire analysis stage, a descriptive analysis of demographic
variables was first presented, and then the structural analysis model was analyzed and checked
using smart pls software. The questionnaire included demographic characteristics of the
respondents (including gender (male and female), age (three categories, young, middle-aged, and
old), education (diploma, bachelor's degree, master's degree, and doctorate), and occupation
(unemployed and employed). and marital status (single and married). It is a dedicated section
(indicator of local community awareness, ecotourism development, economic poverty, and
cultural poverty).

Results and Discussion

By reviewing the literature, a questionnaire with 23 questions was designed, including local
community awareness based on 5 questions, cultural poverty based on 8 questions, economic
poverty based on 5 questions, and ecotourism development based on 5 questions. About the
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indicators used, based on the indicators, the research model was established with 4 main
variables. Due to the use of the structural equation model, first, the relationships between the
variables were determined and explained. In the conceptual model, local community awareness
affects economic poverty, cultural poverty, and ecotourism development. Cultural poverty and
economic poverty are also effective in the development of ecotourism. In the partial least squares
method using PLS, after examining the measurement models, the structural model of the research
should be investigated. Several criteria have been used to check the structural model of the
research. In determining the model fit, the first and most basic criterion is the significance
coefficients Z or T-value. This criterion can be used to measure the relationship between the
structures in the model (structural section) and to analyze the path between the variables of the
model. When the t-statistic values are not in the range of 1.96 to -1.96, it means that the P-value is
smaller than 0.05 So with a confidence level of 95 percent, the effect of one variable on another
variable is significant and the hypothesis is confirmed. Otherwise, the hypothesis is rejected and
the relationship between two variables is insignificant.

Conclusion

The research results show that there is a significant relationship at the 99% level and a
significance level of less than 0.001 for all indicators. Cultural poverty and economic poverty
have a significant relationship with the development of ecotourism and the value of the test
statistic is 4.269 and 10.421 respectively. Thus, this finding is similar to the research results (Bai
et al., 2023); (Wishitemi et al., 2015b) based on cultural poverty and economic poverty on the
development of ecotourism. Also, the awareness of the local community on cultural poverty and
economic poverty has a significant relationship. The value of the test statistic is 17.272 and 6.370,
respectively. This finding is consistent with the research results (Nheta et al., 2017); (Mnini &
Ramoroka, 2020b); Manwa and Manwa, 2014 is consistent. The awareness of the local
community on the development of ecotourism has a significant relationship with the test statistic
value of 2.032, which is consistent with the results of Zamfar & Popisko, 2006, Blangi, 2011. The
awareness of the local community on the development of ecotourism has a significant relationship
with the mediating role of cultural poverty and the value of the test statistic is 4.195. Also, the
research (Wilson & Garrod, 2003; Bunruamkaew & Murayam, 2011; Cole, 2006; Neth,2008), is
based on the awareness of the local community and the development of ecotourism with a cultural
role. The awareness of the local community on the development of ecotourism has a significant
relationship with the mediating role of economic poverty and the test statistic value of 5.397. In
the research of Mosedale, 2005, and lorio & Wall, 2012; It is also stated and consistent.
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