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The objective of this research is to investigate the factors that enhance
the attractiveness of tourism destinations in Tehran. This study is
applied in nature and employs a descriptive-analytical methodology.
The data collection methods include the use of questionnaires and
interviews. The statistical population comprises tourism experts and
specialists, and through the application of Cochran's formula and
simple random sampling, a sample of 210 tourism experts was
selected. Data analysis was performed utilizing descriptive statistics
and logistic regression tests. The findings of the research reveal that,
out of the 210 tourism professionals in Tehran, 91 individuals,
representing 43.3%, perceived the attractiveness of Tehran's tourism
destinations to be at a high level; 29% assessed it as moderate; and
only 27% regarded it as low. Furthermore, the results concerning the
factors influencing the enhancement of attractiveness in alignment
with tourism development indicate that, among the four factors
considered, the most significant were: 1) innovative business
opportunities, with an impact coefficient of 0.613; 2) the city's natural,
cultural, and historical assets, with an impact coefficient of 0.577; 3)
the development of tourism infrastructure, with an impact coefficient
of 0.497; and 4) urban development, with an impact coefficient of
0.473.
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Introduction

Urban tourism has emerged as a significant and complex approach to urban development,
encompassing a variety of human activities and interactions (Oriade & Robinson, 2017).
This sector, recognized globally, not only contributes to economic growth but also enhances
social cohesion, environmental conservation, and the spatial-physical transformation of
urban settlements, thereby improving the quality of life within communities (Smaranda et
al., 2014; Tussyadiah et al., 2018). According to the World Tourism Organization, the
number of tourists globally is projected to reach approximately 1.6 billion by 2020,
underscoring the rapid expansion of the tourism industry. Tehran, akin to other global
capitals, serves as a crucial tourism destination; however, it has not received the attention
warranted for enhancing its tourism attractiveness. Previous research indicates that various
geographical, cultural, and economic factors influence the success and appeal of urban
tourism destinations (Jensen, 2018). Nevertheless, the tourism sector in Tehran faces
numerous challenges, including limited awareness and insufficient emphasis on enhancing
the appeal of its tourist destinations, which adversely affects visitor satisfaction and
experiences. Consequently, this study aims to analyze the factors influencing the
attractiveness of tourism destinations in Tehran. The primary research questions are: 1) What
is the current level of attractiveness of Tehran’s tourism destinations? 2) What factors
contribute to increasing the attractiveness of Tehran’s tourism destinations?

Materials and Methods

This research represents an applied study employing a descriptive-analytical methodology.
The data collection instruments comprised questionnaires and interviews, specifically
targeting experts and professionals within the tourism sector in Tehran. The statistical
population for the study consisted of tourism experts, and a sample of 210 tourism
professionals was selected through simple random sampling, utilizing Cochran's formula.
Data analysis was conducted employing descriptive statistics and logistic regression tests,
using Eviews (version 9) and SPSS (version 22). The research evaluated multiple
independent variables (factors influencing the attractiveness of tourism destinations) in
relation to the dependent variable (destination attractiveness). The reliability of the
questionnaire was established through content validity, and the reliability coefficient was
determined using Cronbach's alpha, yielding a total reliability of 0.94, which indicates a high
level of reliability.

Results and Discussion

The findings of the study revealed that among the 210 tourism professionals surveyed, 74.2%
believed that the tourism destinations in Tehran possess significant potential for
development, while 27.6% perceived the attractions as inadequate. The attractiveness of
Tehran’s tourism destinations was categorized into three levels: low, medium, and high. The
results indicated that 43.3% of respondents rated the attractiveness as high, 29% as medium,
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and 27.6% as low. An analysis of the factors influencing the enhancement of destination
attractiveness, utilizing logistic regression, identified four key determinants: 1) innovative
business opportunities (impact coefficient of 0.613), 2) natural, cultural, and historical assets
of the city (impact coefficient of 0.577), 3) development of tourism infrastructure (impact
coefficient of 0.497), and 4) urban development (impact coefficient of 0.473). A more

detailed analysis indicated that within the domain of innovative business opportunities,
variables such as specialized goods and services, the creation of emerging travel markets,
and the development of accommodation and food services exerted the most significant
influence on the attractiveness of Tehran’s tourism destinations. Urban development factors,
particularly economic stimulation and open-space economic activities, were also deemed
crucial. The preservation of cultural heritage, environmental conservation, and the
management of tourism attractions emerged as key variables within the natural, cultural, and
historical assets category. Regarding infrastructure, the development of transportation
infrastructure and facilities for tourists were identified as the most influential elements. The

study suggests that enhancing the attractiveness of Tehran's tourism destinations necessitates
a concentrated focus on the identified factors and the strategic development of related
variables. If necessary, data should be presented in tabular or graphical forms to effectively
illustrate the relationships between these factors and their impact on destination
attractiveness.

Conclusion

The findings of this research emphasize the significance of identifying and enhancing the
factors that contribute to the attractiveness of tourism destinations, which is essential for the
advancement of sustainable tourism development. In the context of Tehran, augmenting
tourism attractiveness necessitates a focus on innovative business opportunities, the
preservation of natural and cultural assets, the enhancement of tourism infrastructure, and
the support of urban development. These initiatives have the potential to substantially elevate
Tehran's appeal as a tourist destination, thereby promoting tourism growth and contributing
to the comprehensive development of the city. The results of this study are consistent with
previous research, reaffirming the importance of innovative business opportunities, natural
and cultural assets, and infrastructure development in enhancing tourism attractiveness.
Nevertheless, the role of urban development warrants further investigation. Future research
should continue to explore these factors and their implications for sustainable tourism in
urban environments.
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