Journallof/AppliediResearchesiin
GeographicalSciences!

PrintISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
https://jgs.khu.ac.ir/

Analysis of Factors Affecting the Formation of Current Patterns of
Behavior in Behavioral Setting (Case Study: Azadi Square in

Kermanshah)
Mostafa Shahinifar =

Corresponding author, Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Social
Sciences, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.E-mail: shahini@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received
2021/10/1
Received in revised
2021/12/16
Accepted
2022/01/18
Published
2022/01/24
Published online
2024/01/21

Keywords:

Behavioral setting,

standing pattern of behavior,

urban space,
Azadi Square,
Kermanshah city

Urban public spaces have become increasingly vital in the functioning
of cities, serving as primary sites for citizen interactions. These spaces
play a significant role in understanding human behavior and in shaping
behavioral settings. This article examines the factors that influence the
establishment of behavioral patterns in Azadi Square, the main square
in Kermanshah. Despite its communicative function, the social role of
this square remains limited. The research conducted for this article
employed a descriptive and survey-based methodology. Data
collection techniques included observation, photography, face-to-face
interactions, and physical presence within the study area. Additionally,
interviews were conducted with randomly selected individuals based
on pedestrian flow in the square. Each interview lasted an average of
approximately 12 minutes. Analysis of behavioral pattern maps in the
area revealed a mismatch between the form and function of Azadi
Square. Dynamic and static activities within the square were of short
duration, while the haphazard arrangement of details hindered its
visual expression. The lack of human-scale dimensions in the space
resulted in a decline in quality for activities such as meetings, exercise,
play, sitting, stopping, and even walking. Overall, the quality of Azadi
Square in Kermanshah has not adequately met the functional needs of
its users. Consequently, this research emphasizes the importance of
understanding the relationship between behavioral patterns and the
environment, enabling designers to enhance the quality of such spaces.
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Introduction

Cognition alone is insufficient for the analysis and design of urban spaces. It is imperative to
also investigate the behavior of individuals in real-life environments and their engagement in
activities. Ecological psychology introduces the concept of "behavior setting™ as a substitute for
activity space. Behavior settings encompass the ongoing pattern of behavior as a repeatable and
returnable activity, the specific arrangement of the physical environment, the co-construction or
compatibility between the environment and behavior, and a given time period. Citizens primarily
interact within behavior settings, which are vital for comprehending human behavior and shaping
behavioral patterns. This paper aims to analyze the factors that influence the formation of current
behavioral patterns in Azadi Square in Kermanshah city. Despite functioning as a
communication hub, the social role of this square is limited. Consequently, this study investigates
the physical environment of Azadi Square in Kermanshah, examining its alignment with the
observed behaviors. The objective is to identify and analyze the extent to which the physical
environment can accurately elucidate the nature of the current behavioral patterns in this specific
setting.

Material and Methods

The research method used in this paper was descriptive and survey. In order to collect data, the
techniques of observation, photographing, in-person recording of events, and physical presence
in the studied territory were used. In-depth and semi-structured interviews were also conducted
as part of the data sources for this research. Based on the method of targeted sampling and
theoretical saturation, 30 passers-by and 20 experts in the field of urban planning were
interviewed. The interviewees were randomly selected depending on the amount of pedestrian
traffic in the study area. Each interview lasted approximately 12 minutes on average. During this
time, what is most important is the correct and systematic recording of movements in urban
spaces, which are known as behavioral patterns.

Results and Discussion

This study was conducted with the aim of analyzing the factors that influence the formation of
current behavior patterns in the behavioral setting of Azadi Square, Kermanshah. The main
finding of this study is that the behavior patterns in Azadi Square do not align with the form,
space, and functions of this area. The findings of Ahmadinejad's study (2018), as well as the
studies by Nazarian, Zalnejad, and Irani (2012); Habib and Hanai (2014); and Soleimani,
Marsoosi, and Faramarzi (2017), support this finding. For instance, when examining the impact
of time on behavioral patterns, such as pedestrians' movement speed and selection of specific
areas within the space, the findings are consistent with the research results of Yoshimara, Amini,
Sobol, Veski, Blatt, and Rati (2017). Different patterns in the physical environment lead to
different behaviors. The analysis of maps depicting these behavioral patterns revealed that the
improper placement of certain land uses, such as the bus station, and the presence of construction
workers, vendors, and merchandise spilling out from stores around the square have caused
overcrowding. This not only compromises pedestrian safety but also disrupts traffic and creates
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abnormalities. One of the primary issues with the square is the need to reduce the amount of time
pedestrians spend in this space. The square lacks elements that encourage people to stand, sit,
converse, observe, or engage with it in any way possible. The square's failure to meet users'
expectations stems from its lack of adaptability and flexibility in accordance with current
behavior patterns.

Conclusion

The analysis of behavior patterns in the area of Azadi Square in Kermanshah reveals a mismatch
between the form, space, and functions of the square. In short, the dynamic and static activities
in this location have been of short duration. The haphazard combination of field details has
hindered its visual expression. The lack of a human dimension in the square has resulted in a
decline in its quality for activities such as meetings, exercise, play, sitting, stopping, and even
walking. Overall, it can be said that Azadi Square in Kermanshah does not adequately meet the
functional needs of people. Therefore, by considering the relationship between current behavior
patterns and the built environment, as identified in this research, designers can improve the
quality of the environment.

Key words: behavior setting, current pattern of behavior, urban space, Azadi Square,
Kermanshah city.
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