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Good governance with the most important principles and criteria such
as public participation, accountability, responsibility, law-oriented,
transparency, efficiency and effectiveness, justice and equality,
consensus and legitimacy is one of the new management approaches
and a new approach to development and poverty reduction, especially
in rural areas. The objective of this study is to conduct a comparative
analysis of the good governance model in rural areas, with a specific
focus on the villages located in the central part of Poldakhtar
Township and the Mosian section of Dehloran Township. The
statistical population of the study consisted of 284 heads of
households residing in the villages of these two areas. Inferential data
analysis was performed using the t-test, and the rural governance
status of the sample villages was ranked using the TOPSIS technique.
The results obtained from the TOPSIS method reveal that the
governance situation in the Mosian section of Dehloran Township is
superior to that of the central part of Poldakhtar Township.
Additionally, the one-sample t-test demonstrated that the average of
all components of rural good governance exceeds the average, with a
significance level of less than 0.05. The results of the Levin test further
indicate a significant difference between the two central parts and
Mosian in terms of governance and its components, except for
responsibility (£1/96). Moreover, the average scores for components
such as participation, accountability, and transparency were higher in
the Mosian section compared to the central part of Poldakhtar
Township, while scores for components such as legality, collective
agreement, justice, efficiency, and effectiveness were lower in the
Mosian section compared to the central part of Poldakhtar Township.
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Introduction

Good governance, which encompasses principles and criteria such as public participation,
accountability, transparency, efficiency, effectiveness, justice, equality, consensus, and
legitimacy, is widely recognized as a contemporary management and development approach,
especially in the context of poverty reduction. The concept of management has become
closely intertwined with rural development and residential systems more than ever before.
In recent years, rural governance has received significant attention from development
researchers and policymakers, particularly within the realm of rural development. Indeed,
rural governance should not only align with the interests of rural residents, but also with
national, regional, and local interests when making decisions and formulating policies related
to rural development. Rural good governance can be viewed as the process of influencing all
influential factors concerning rural management, utilizing mechanisms that strive for the
prosperity of villages and their residents. Decision-making regarding rural development
should involve all affected and interested parties and be guided by principles of justice,
freedom, and the villagers' right to choose. The role of governments has gradually shifted

towards providing necessary resources and platforms, enacting and enforcing national laws
and treaties, while reducing their direct involvement in decision-making, administration, and
implementation of matters concerning people's lives. The concept of good governance
emerged in the late nineteenth century as a response to civil corruption, supporting
employers and the political establishment. Therefore, it can be observed that the rural good
governance approach holds significant explanatory power and can serve as a practical guide
for sustainable rural development policy. Good governance refers to the quality of the
relationship between the government and residents. By employing bottom-up politics and
designing self-organizing networks, good governance challenges conventional top-down
hierarchical approaches and bureaucracy. More specifically, within the context of rural good
governance, individuals transition from being passive villagers to becoming active and
responsible members of the community. In line with the aforementioned, the purpose of this

study is to comparatively analyze the model of good governance in rural areas, with a
particular focus on villages in the central part of Pol-e Dokhtar Township and the Musaian
section of Dehloran Township.

Material and Methods

The present research is a applied study with a descriptive-analytical approach. It adheres to
the scientific research method and aims to examine common methods used in presenting
good governance models. The required data for this study were collected from two main
sources: the library and fieldwork through a questionnaire. The statistical population of the
study consisted of 284 heads of households living in the villages of the two central parts and
Mosian. Inferential data analysis was conducted using the t-test, and the sample villages were
ranked in terms of rural governance status using the TOPSIS technique. The TOPSIS model
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is a type of decision model based on multiple indicators that can effectively solve various
decision problems for managers and planners. It was originally proposed by Eun and Huang
in 1981.

Results and Discussion

Poldakhtar Township is a city located in Lorestan province in the southwest region. The
township consists of two main sections: Mamolan. The central part of Poldakhtar township
is situated between 32 degrees and 39 minutes to 33 degrees and 20 minutes north latitude,
and 47 degrees and 27 minutes to 48 degrees and 24 minutes east longitude. Dehloran
Township is centrally located in Dehloran city, approximately 230 km away from llam city,
in the southern part of llam province. This township is composed of three central parts:
Dehloran, Mosian, and Zarrinabad. The Mosian section is one of the three sections of
Dehloran city, situated west of Dehloran at the coordinates of 32 degrees and 41 minutes
north latitude, and 27 degrees and 10 minutes east longitude. The aim of this study was to

conduct a comparative analysis of the good governance model in rural areas, with a specific
focus on the villages in the central part of Poldakhtar Township and the Mosian section of
Dehloran Township. To accurately assess the state of rural governance in each village and
establish a more scientific and realistic ranking using the TOPSIS method, the components
were weighted using the entropy technique. The villages were then ranked based on this
weighting. In general, the villages in the Mosian section of Dehloran Township exhibited
better rural governance compared to those in the central part of Poldakhtar Township.

Statistical significance was assessed using a T-test, which revealed that rural governance in
the two studied areas was evaluated favorably in the quantitative aspect of the research. To
compare the means of participation, legitimacy, and responsibility, information regarding
the equality of variance in the independent T-test was employed.

Conclusion

Good governance constitutes a critical aspect in the context of sustainable rural development.
In fact, it is widely recognized as one of the most crucial factors. The outcomes derived from
the TOPSIS method reveal that the governance situation in the Mosian section of Dehloran
Township surpasses that of the central part of Poldakhtar Township. The one-sample t-test
demonstrates that the mean value of all rural good governance components exceeds the
average, and their significance level is below 0.05. The findings indicate that the components
of rural governance exhibit the highest mean values in "collective agreement,” followed by
"popular participation” and "accountability." The results of the Levin test also demonstrate
a significant distinction between the two central parts and Mosian in terms of governance
and its components, except for responsibility (x1/96). Additionally, in the Mosian section,
the mean values of participation, accountability, and transparency surpass those of the central
part of Poldakhtar Township. Conversely, the mean values of legality, collective agreement,
justice, efficiency, and effectiveness are lower in the Mosian section compared to the central
part of Poldakhtar Township.

Keywords: good governance, The Topsis Method, central part of Pol-e Dokhtar, Mosian
section of Dehloran
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