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The decline in social and economic status, as well as functional and
physical disorders in these contexts, along with a significant decline in
the quality of the urban environment, are among the reasons that have
led urban policymakers and planners to seek new strategies and
solutions to address these problems. The futures research approach can
help anticipate future events, opportunities, and risks, reduce
uncertainties and concerns, and enhance society's ability to make
informed choices. The purpose of this study is to investigate the key
factors driving the deterioration of dysfunctional urban contexts, using
a futures research approach, in the Sartpooleh neighborhood of
Sanandaj. This research is of an applied nature and utilizes a
descriptive-analytical method, employing the environmental and
Delphi scanning technique to identify variables and indicators.
Subsequently, a semi-structured questionnaire was distributed to 45
experts in the field of urban issues. The data were analyzed using
MICMAC software. The results revealed that the urban system,
particularly in the worn-out section of the Sartpooleh neighborhood (in
Sanandaj), is currently experiencing unstable conditions. Additionally,
the analysis identified 19 key factors, such as the use of authoritative
management methods for renovating worn-out areas, centralism,
timely financial injections for direct renovation efforts, and variables
emphasizing improvement and renovation in comprehensive and
detailed plans. Indirectly, factors such as citizens' right to intervene in
construction, facilitating private sector involvement, and achieving
social justice were also introduced as means to enhance the quality and
performance of deteriorating structures.

Cite this article: Zirdabi Oskoueil, Faeghe. & Babazadeh Oskouei, Solmaz. (2024). Identifying the key drivers
affecting the promotion of dysfunctional urban contexts with a future research approach (Case study:
Sartpooleh neighborhood, Sanandaj). Journal of Applied Researches in Geographical Sciences, 74 (24),
450-470. DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.61186/jgs.24.74.20

© The Author(s). Publisher: Kharazmi University.

DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.61186/jgs.24.74.20



mailto:Zirdabi.faeghe@gmail.com
mailto:solmazbabazade@yahoo.com

GeographicallSciences

PrintISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
https://jgs.khu.ac.iv/

[ﬁ] Journallof/Applied|Researchesiin

KharazmiUniversity

| Extended Abstract |

Introduction

The theoretical feature of this research contributes to the specialized advancement in the field
of planning for the enhancement and improvement of deteriorated tissues with a futuristic
approach. Its practical feature involves presenting a future-oriented model in the realm of
sustainability for worn-out urban tissues. Based on this foundation, Sartpooleh neighborhood
is one of the ancient residential areas and also one of the primary nuclei in the formation of
Sanandaj city. It grapples with numerous challenges related to inefficient tissues. Therefore,
the necessity of targeted intervention, preservation of the identity of the central fabric, and
its evolution and dynamism to maintain the city's structure emphasize the need for a more
thorough examination of this issue. Consequently, the main research question revolves
around identifying key variables or influential factors, understanding the impact of these
factors on each other, and, in general, guiding the condition of deteriorated tissues and their
future reduction, making the adoption of an appropriate approach inevitable. Therefore,
considering that the present research is exploratory, instead of research hypotheses, research
guestions are presented: 1) What are the most influential key variables for the improvement
of inefficient and deteriorated fabrics in the Sartpooleh neighborhood? 2) How do these
factors impact each other in the deteriorated fabrics of the Sartpooleh neighborhood? It
seems that a futurology approach, with the assistance of an efficient management structure
and proactive initiatives, can, with maximum stakeholder participation, experts, and
specialists, and optimal use of available resources, address and overcome obstacles and
challenges in deteriorated fabrics, leading to sustainable urban development in the future.

Methods and Materoal

The present research, employing a futuristic approach, focuses on identifying key drivers
influencing deteriorated and inefficient tissues in the Sartpooleh neighborhood (in the city
of Sanandaj) and examines the extent and manner of their impact. This research is practically
oriented, and considering the components under investigation, it adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach. Environmental scanning and Delphi technique have been utilized to
identify variables and indicators.

In this regard, in the first stage, online articles and reviews of published writings in the
research domain were utilized to collect variables. Subsequently, a semi-structured
questionnaire was distributed among specialized experts and professionals in the urban
issues field, instructing them to assess the variables within the framework of the cross-impact
matrix based on their influence and susceptibility, using scores ranging from ‘0" to '3." In this
scoring, '0" signifies no effect, '1' denotes a weak effect, '2' represents a moderate effect, and
‘3" indicates a strong effect. The assigned scores were then entered into the cross-impact
matrix to evaluate the direct and indirect influence of each factor. By considering the scores
of the influential and susceptible factors, the key drivers were identified. To achieve this,
specialized futurology software, namely MicMac, was employed.

Results and Discussion

Among the 57 factors studied, the determining or influential variables include the coherent
balance of the judiciary and municipality system in the implementation of laws, prevention
of the conversion of vacant residences into storage or dilapidated spaces, fair management
methods for the revitalization of deteriorated fabrics, dissemination of information about
laws and legal mechanisms for property ownership, and addressing the issue of waste
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collection and disposal and its pollution. The next type of variables in the influence and
susceptibility graph are bidirectional variables. Among the factors examined, a total of 4
variables from different groups were identified as bidirectional variables. These variables
include changes in governments, creating public demand through institutionalization, water
crisis and drought, and exemptions for residential unit developers from levies and tariffs.
"Regulatory variables are effective factors in promoting balance and achieving social justice.
These variables include individuals' familiarity with their rights and responsibilities,
ensuring residential security in society, citizens' right to intervene in construction, reduction
of interest on loans paid by residents, and residents' access to plans and programs. The next
type of identified variables is influential or resultant variables. In the present research, the
influential variables on the quality of program implementation in the context of Iran's foreign
policy include concentration, timely injection of funds during the revitalization of
deteriorated urban fabrics, instability in the approval and injection of budgets, exchange rate
instability, necessary provisions for the temporary residence of residents, utilization of
residents' sense of belonging, creation of communal spaces, alignment of plans with the
needs and lifestyles of residents, lack of specific laws in organizing deteriorated fabrics,
prevention of migration of old residents, adherence to urban planning principles and
regulations, infrastructure development for private sector involvement, weak attitudes and
knowledge of urban managers, sectorial approach at all managerial levels, attention to
improvement and redevelopment in comprehensive and detailed plans, strengthening the
position of local councils, rooting out administrative corruption, improvement of
infrastructure facilities, expansion of thoroughfares and improvement of the transportation
system, encouragement of aggregation in fine-grained residential fabrics, and the use of
Iranian-Islamic patterns as influential or resulting variables.

Conclusion

The present research has endeavored, in two stages, to identify the most important or key
strategic variables of the deteriorated fabric in Sartpooleh neighborhood in the city of
Sanandaj. In the first stage, considering the internal issues in the deteriorated fabric of
Sartpooleh neighborhood, the primary and influential factors towards the reduction of the
deteriorated and inefficient fabric in 6 branches (political, economic, social and cultural,
legal, managerial, and physical) were identified, classified, and separated. In the second
stage, the results obtained from 54 variables, using the MicMac software and structural
analysis method, indicate that the key strategic variables towards the reduction of the
deteriorated fabric in Sartpooleh neighborhood are factors in the economic, social-cultural,
and managerial domains. In examining the direct influence of key variables on each other,
the strongest relationships in this system involve variables such as fair management methods
for the revitalization of deteriorated fabrics, concentration, timely injection of funds during
the revitalization of deteriorated urban fabrics, and reduction of interest on loans paid by
residents. In terms of indirect relationships, variables such as attention to improvement and
redevelopment in comprehensive and detailed plans, timely injection of funds during the
revitalization of deteriorated urban fabrics, infrastructure development for private sector
involvement, and balancing and achieving social justice are prominent. Therefore, adopting
a comprehensive policy and approach for the future of deteriorated fabrics is necessary and
essential, avoiding changes.
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