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One of the most effective approaches to enhancing urban security is
crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED), which
focuses on the role of urban design in reducing criminal behavior. This
study aims to identify the specific environmental conditions that
contribute to anomic and criminal behaviors on Enghelab Street in
Tehran and to propose design solutions to mitigate these issues. The
research employs a mixed-method approach to achieve its objectives.
In the first phase, the Placecheck technique—which includes field
surveys, expert checklists, and comprehensive checklists—was used to
assess and categorize the environmental conditions of the study area.
Based on this analysis, potential solutions to reduce crime were
proposed. In the second phase, the Analytic Network Process (ANP)
method was applied to prioritize these solutions and identify the most
effective strategies for crime prevention and reduction in the area. The
findings of this study reveal that environmental pollution, visual
clutter, overcrowding, and inadequate nighttime lighting are the most
significant environmental factors contributing to crime on Enghelab
Street. The most effective solutions to reduce crime and enhance
security in the area include: removing obstructive furniture and
elements from pedestrian pathways, clearly defining activities and land
uses in ambiguous spaces, installing signage and landmark elements
along the route, regulating advertisements, and implementing
standardized nighttime lighting to support safe activities. The results
of this research demonstrate that even minor environmental
modifications can have a substantial impact on reducing crime and
improving security.
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Introduction

The existence of a safe environment for life, along with other basic physiological needs, is a
vital necessity of human life. The feeling of insecurity in the environment and worries caused
by unsafe and criminal places affect other human activities. In new approaches to urban
development, crime reduction is important in order to increase social interaction, increase
walking and increase the possibility of monitoring the environment, and strengthens the
sense of belonging and living in society (Arabi et al, 2020). So far, various approaches have
been proposed in relation to crime reduction. One of the most important theories in this field
is crime prevention through environmental design. CPTED concept focuses on urban design.
By implementing the principles of this concept, it is possible to reduce crimes, ensure a sense
of security, and promote the sustainable development of the city and society (Kubalova &
Lovecek, 2023). The purpose of this research is to examine the exact environmental
conditions that are effective in committing crimes in Tehran's Enghelab Street and to provide
design solutions to reduce crimes in this place. The results of this present research can help
the relevant institutions in making informed decisions to reduce crime through
environmental design in Tehran's Enghelab Street.

Material and Methods

In this study, a combined method was used to achieve the research goal. For this purpose, at
first, the area under study has been evaluated using the Placecheck method. And by being in
the environment and through field observations and note-taking, the issues were recognized
and recorded. In the next step, the environment assessment was completed by preparing and
completing two types of checklists, including experts' checklists and comprehensive
checklists. By examining the results of the checklists, the issues, and problems of the studied
area were categorized in the form of a set of components of crime conditions, and proposed
solutions and options were presented to improve the crime problem in the target site. In the
second part of this research, to prioritize the solutions and choose the optimal solution to
prevent the occurrence of crime and reduce it in Tehran's Enghelab Street, the network
analysis method (ANP) was used.

Results and Discussion

According to the obtained results, the most factors that provide grounds for committing
crimes in this place are caused by environmental pollution, visual pollution, crowding, and
the problem of light and standard lighting at night. In fact, the lack of cleanliness and
cleanliness in the urban space is considered a symbol of norm-breaking and a sign of the lack
of individual and collective control there, and therefore can provide grounds for committing
crimes. On the other hand, visual pollution in urban space can be reflected on social
behaviors and justify behavioral disturbance in urban space. Also, high population density
(crowding) increases the possibility of physical confrontation and crime. Improper lighting
at night is another factor that provides opportunities for criminals to commit crimes due to
reduced visibility. other cases in the next ranks cause a decrease in security. According to
the obtained results, out of 20 proposed solutions, the following 5 solutions are the most
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optimal. 1- Removal of furniture and elements added to the footpath, 2- Legible definition
of activities and uses in the blind spots of the space, 3- Creating signs and index elements
along the path to increase the legibility of the environment, 4- Limiting advertisements in
places of the space that are considered for this purpose and 5- Creating standard lighting
during the night to carry out activities.

Conclusion

Considering that environmental design solutions to reduce crime are very dependent on the
research field and are unique, research that shows the same results as the current research
seems unlikely. However, in general, the results of the present study agree with some of the
results of previous studies, including Lee et al., 2023; Piroozfar et al., 2019 and Sawant et
al., 2023. it seems that minor changes in the environment can have great effects on reducing
crime and increasing security. In order to reduce crime in urban spaces, it is suggested to
carry out studies with the aim of identifying the components of environmental design that
are effective on crime, and the results of these studies will be the basis for the redesign of
said urban spaces. According to the results of the present research, the following suggestions
are presented to reduce crime in Tehran's Enghelab Street:

— Furniture and additional elements attached to the footpath should be removed and
vendors should be organized along the footpath.

— Inorder to improve the readability, activities and uses should be defined in the dumb
points of the space and signs and index elements should be added along the way.

— Advertisements should be limited in the areas of the space that are considered for
this purpose, and also, trash cans should be installed in the appropriate quality and
guantity along the route.

— Standard and appropriate lighting should be provided during the night to carry out
activities and on the other hand, light pollution should be prevented.
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