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The city development strategy(CDS) is a novel initiative that is
currently being implemented in numerous cities worldwide, including
several in Iran. Its primary objectives are to enhance the quality of life,
combat poverty, promote sustainable development, and foster
effective urban management through a participatory approach. The
purpose of this study is to examine and compare the perceptions of
residents and municipal administrators regarding various aspects of the
urban development plan. This study is characterized as descriptive-
analytical. The statistical population comprises managers, employees
of urban management, and citizens in Yasouj city. The sample size was
estimated to be 384 for citizens and 30 for managers using Cochran's
method. One-sample t-test, independent t-test, one-way analysis of
variance(ANOVA) and multivariate linear regression were used to
analyze sample data. The findings of the study reveal that while
municipal administrators are generally content with the current state
of these dimensions, residents believe that these elements of the urban
development plan are not satisfactory. The descriptive statistics and
the t-test demonstrate that the overall mean of the urban development
plan dimensions is 1.88 from the people's perspective and 2.98 from
the viewpoint of urban administrators. Furthermore, the level of
satisfaction with the research's dimensions significantly differs
between the two groups. The linear regression analysis indicates that,
according to the people's perspective, the dimensions of bankability
and the ability to live comfortably hold the highest and lowest
significance, with coefficients of 0.413 and 0.167, respectively.
However, from the perspective of city managers, the dimensions of
livability and good governance are the most and least significant, with
coefficients of 0.373 and 0.112, respectively. Ultimately, the findings
of this study can assist urban managers in making more informed
decisions and delivering services that better align with the needs of the
community.
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| Extended Abstract

Introduction

Given the fact that cities are products of human imagination, they manifest themselves
differently in various communities. Consequently, it is not feasible to organize and plan in a
uniform manner across different cities. The utilization of a preconceived and self-made
program for cities with distinct qualities is unattainable due to the varying cultural and
natural conditions. In light of these circumstances, modern cities necessitate a strategic
planning process that involves the participation of the individuals who will serve as the
driving force behind urban development strategies. The urban development strategy, a novel
initiative implemented in numerous cities worldwide, including several in Iran, aims to
tackle urban challenges through comprehensive written planning and a collaborative
approach that entails a thorough analysis of the current state of each city.

Material and Methods

The statistical sample for this research is Yasuj city. The population of the study includes
residents over 18 years old in this city and city managers. Both library and field methods
were used to collect the data. In the field method, a researcher-made questionnaire was
employed to evaluate the opinions of two groups regarding the state of the urban
development strategy and its dimensions, as well as the overall state of these dimensions in
the city. A total of 414 questionnaires (384 from citizens and 30 from city managers) were
distributed among the target population using the Cochran model and a simple random
sampling method. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed through expert opinions,
while the reliability of the questionnaire and each of its indicators was assessed using
Cronbach's alpha. The calculated Cronbach's alpha exceeded 0.7, indicating acceptable
reliability and high internal correlation between the variables. The hypotheses were
subsequently tested using SPSS software and statistical tests such as One-sample T Test, T
with two independent samples, One-way analysis of variance, and multiple regression to
determine the status of the urban development strategy dimensions in the city.

Results and Discussion

The research findings reveal variations in satisfaction levels between citizens and city
officials regarding the dimensions of the urban development strategy in Yasouj city.
Descriptive statistics indicate that the average rating of the overall dimensions of the urban
development strategy, as perceived by citizens, is 1.88, which is considerably low. In
contrast, city officials report an average rating of 2.98, indicating a relatively positive
situation compared to the overall average and a high level of satisfaction among citizens.
The t-test results demonstrate that the significance level of all dimensions for citizens is
below 0.05, indicating statistical significance. However, this significance was not observed
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among city officials in any of the dimensions. By considering a median of 3 for the t-test and
the test hypothesis, the significance of the examined dimensions confirms the research
hypothesis and highlights the undesirability of the urban development strategy among
citizens. The results of the t-test with two independent samples further illustrate the
differences in satisfaction levels between citizens and city officials regarding various aspects
of the urban development strategy. Additionally, the analysis of variance comparing the
urban development strategy between the two groups underscores the disparity in satisfaction
levels, with city managers expressing a higher degree of satisfaction. To further investigate
these differences and determine the importance of the examined dimensions to both groups,
a multivariate linear regression test was employed. The test results indicate variations in
satisfaction levels with the dimensions of the urban development strategy both within and
between the two groups, with differences observed in the importance of these dimensions
relative to each other and compared to other groups. Specifically, citizens prioritize the
aspects of bankability, good governance, competitiveness, and livability, while city
managers rank livability, bankability, competitiveness, and good governance as the most to
least important dimensions, respectively.

Conclusion

The analysis demonstrates that the urban development strategy indicators of Yasouj city are
not in a satisfactory state, as evidenced by the relative dissatisfaction of city managers and
residents alike. This lack of strength in the foundational aspects of sustainable urban
development can result in detrimental effects such as poverty, inequality, and a decline in
the city's standard of living. Therefore, in order to enhance the living conditions of the
citizens, it is imperative to continuously modify the city's administrative structure.
Consequently, it is recommended that urban managers receive enhanced training to engage
citizens in the decision-making process, with the ultimate goal of achieving effective urban
governance. Additionally, they should focus on bolstering competitiveness within both intra-
and inter-mural management, attracting investments in areas with potential, promoting
transparency by clarifying urban decisions, conducting a comprehensive analysis of the
current situation, identifying deficiencies in various areas, and prioritizing equal access to
urban spaces and facilities for all citizens, among other measures.
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